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years between 1914 and 1944 m^st, in Ger-
JL many, be understood as the successive stages of
a thirty years' revolution in which each decade de-
velops its own pattern of outward action and spiritual
coherence. The outbreak of the First World War
brought to a spectacular climax the long-foreseen col-
lapse of nineteenth-century values; the political dis-
integration, which was at its severest in 1918, radically
and cruelly affected the entire life of the German peo-
ple in the years of the subsequent economic inflation.
Later, between 1925 and 1934, the inner resources of
the nation were once again being mobilized, and in
one form or another, liberal or conservative, the threat-
ened human resolve began to re-emerge. The Nazi
era, with its extreme and desperate forms of phys-
ical and intellectual ruthlessness, finally forced the
revolutionary crisis in values to an apocalyptic climax.
The manifold lines of the cultural life during this
period are not easy to retrace. As we approach the
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